
 

 

January 28, 2009 
 
Miguel Tinker Salas 
Professor of History 
Pomona College 
 
Gregory Wilpert 
Adjunct Professor of Political Science 
Brooklyn College 
 
Greg Grandin 
Professor of History, Director of Graduate Studies 
New York University 
 
 
Dear Mr. Tinker Salas, Mr. Wilpert, and Mr. Grandin:  
  
I am writing in reply to your January 12 letter, which was a response to 
our December 29 letter in which we address your December 16 letter 
and its critique of our report “A Decade Under Chavez: Political 
Intolerance and Lost Opportunities for Advancing Human Rights in 
Venezuela.”  
  
Once again we have taken the time to review your criticisms to see if 
they are well-founded, and once again we have concluded they are 
not. Your latest letter essentially recycles your previous allegations, 
which I responded to at length in my own letter to you. I see no point 
in recycling that response here.   
  
One observation in your most recent letter that I do fully agree with is 
that anyone interested in evaluating your criticisms should read 
those earlier letters and, above all, the report itself. I have no doubt 
that reasonable people might have differing views regarding some of 
the more complex issues we address in the document. But I do not 
see how scholars who actually read our report can reasonably 
conclude, as you do, that it “does not meet even the most minimal 
standards of scholarship, impartiality, accuracy, or credibility.” On 
the contrary, what they will find is an objective and rigorous analysis 
of some of the very serious human rights problems that are facing 
Venezuela today. 
  
Human Rights Watch welcomes and actively seeks out constructive 
criticism of our work. We find it helps us to refine our arguments and 
correct any errors we may have made in our reporting. Less helpful 

 
HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH 

350 Fifth Avenue, 34th Floor 
New York, NY 10118-3299 
Tel: 212-290-4700 
Fax: 212-736-1300 
Email: hrwnyc@hrw.org 
 

BERLIN · BRUSSELS · CHICAGO · GENEVA · LONDON · LOS ANGELES · MOSCOW ·  NEW YORK · PARIS   ·  SAN FRANCISCO · TORONTO · WASHINGTON 
 

Kenneth Roth, Executive Director 

Michele Alexander, Development & Outreach Director 

Carroll Bogert, Associate Director 

Emma Daly, Communications Director 

Barbara Guglielmo, Finance & Administration Director 

Peggy Hicks, Global Advocacy Director 

Iain Levine, Program Director 

Andrew Mawson, Deputy Program Director 

Suzanne Nossel, Chief Operating Officer  
Dinah PoKempner, General Counsel 

James Ross, Legal & Policy Director 

Joe Saunders, Deputy Program Director 

P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r s  

Brad Adams, Asia 

Holly Cartner, Europe & Central Asia 

David Fathi, United States 

Georgette Gagnon, Africa 

José Miguel Vivanco, Americas 
Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East & North Africa 

Joseph Amon, HIV/AIDS 

John Biaggi, International Film Festival 

Peter Bouckaert, Emergencies 

Richard Dicker, International Justice 

Bill Frelick, Refugee Policy 

Arvind Ganesan, Business & Human Rights 

Steve Goose, Arms  

Liesl Gerntholtz, Women’s Rights 

Scott Long, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Rights 

Joanne Mariner, Terrorism & Counterterrorism 

Lois Whitman, Children’s Rights 

A d v o c a c y  D i r e c t o r s  

Steve Crawshaw, United Nations 

Juliette de Rivero, Geneva 

Jean-Marie Fardeau, Paris 

Marianne Heuwagen, Berlin 

Lotte Leicht, European Union 

Tom Malinowski, Washington DC 

Tom Porteous, London 
  
B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  

Jane Olson, Chair 

Bruce J. Klatsky, Vice-Chair 

Sid Sheinberg, Vice-Chair 
John J. Studzinski, Vice-Chair 

Louise Arbour 

Lloyd Axworthy 

David M. Brown 

Jorge Castañeda 

Tony Elliott 

Hassan Elmasry 

Michael G. Fisch 

Michael E. Gellert 

Richard J. Goldstone 

Vartan Gregorian 

James F. Hoge, Jr. 

Wendy Keys 

Robert Kissane 

Joanne Leedom-Ackerman 

Josh Mailman 

Susan Manilow 

Kati Marton 

Linda Mason 

Barry Meyer 

Pat Mitchell 

Joel Motley 

Samuel K. Murumba 

Catherine Powell 

Sigrid Rausing 

Victoria Riskin 

Shelley Rubin 

Kevin P. Ryan 

Jean-Louis Servan-Schreiber 

Darian W. Swig 

John R. Taylor 

Shibley Telhami 

Catherine Zennström 

 

Robert L. Bernstein, Founding Chair, (1979-1997) 

Jonathan F. Fanton, Chair (1998-2003) 
Bruce Rabb, Secretary 

 



 

 

are critics who opt instead to disseminate baseless allegations regarding our 
findings, our sources, and our motives. 
  
You claim to be interested in fostering a dialogue. Yet you do so by misrepresenting 
our work and demanding that I order my colleagues to retract their criticisms of the 
Chávez government. Clearly we have a different notion of what constitutes 
meaningful dialogue.   
  
It seems to me that there is no purpose in continuing this back and forth any further 
at this time. However, if in the future you have criticisms that actually reflect the 
content of our work—or other information and analysis that you believe might 
enhance our understanding of developments in Venezuela—please do not hesitate 
to share them with us.   
  
Sincerely, 
  

  
Kenneth Roth 
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